
DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

Minutes 
February 13, 2014 

 
 

I. Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked for a roll call. 

Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Eisenhart & Commissioner 
Salman,  
Absent: Commissioner Pelloso and Commissioner Speta 
Staff: Nick Santoro 

II.  Review and Approval of January 9, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to approve the minutes of the November 14, 2013 
meeting. Commissioner Salman seconded the motion, which passed by a voice vote. 
Commissioner Eisenhart abstained because he was not present at the January 9, 2014 meeting. 
 

III.  Visitor Welcome 

 There were no visitors.  

IV. Staff Update on Ongoing Projects  

Mr. Santoro gave an update on the following items:  
 
A workshop for residents will be held on February 25 for rain gardens in the Village Council 
Chambers. Jim Kleinwachter from the Conservation Foundation will provide a step-by-step 
guide to installing a rain garden and Karen Daulton Lange, the Village’s stormwater 
administrator, will discuss the stormwater utility incentive program. The workshop will be 
broadcast live on DGTV and will be posted to the website following the broadcast.   
 
Mr. Santoro announced that the Village is now accepting prescription drugs from residents for 
disposal. The drop-off is by appointment only. Residents interested in dropping off their unused 
prescription medication can make an appointment with the Village’s Crime Prevention Specialist 
Mary Wennerstrom at (630) 434-5681 or mwennerstrom@downers.us. Commissioner Cavallo 
asked if more information, including any required paperwork, could be posted on the website.  
 
Mr. Santoro showed the Commission the Downers Grove Virtual Garden Walk on the Village’s 
Facebook page. The Village is posting photos of the resident rain gardens every week until the 
first week of spring.  
 
Mr. Santoro informed the Commission that Village staff was interested in writing an story about 
the Energy Impact Illinois program for the Village’s quarterly newsletter. He asked 
Commissioner Salman if she would be willing to share more information about her experience 
going through the program. Commissioner Salman indicated she would provide any information 



the Village needed. Commissioner Cavallo suggested the Village conduct a resident workshop 
on this program.  
 
 

V. E-News Topic Brainstorm 

Mr. Santoro announced that the Village would be putting out an environmental issue of the 
weekly publication E-news, an electronic newsletter that goes out to residents who sign up. The 
floor was opened up to the group to gather potential topics. Topics discussed included: 
 

 Tree canopy’s impact on water absorption/The value of trees 
 Profile of a tree/History of the Tivoli tree 
 Native Plants 
 Efficient Lighting (CFL/LED) especially holiday lighting 
 Spring Cleaning/Waste Reduction 
 Promotion of the service Freecycle 
 Disposal of chemicals/Proper handling 
 Ice Dams/Leaks in house during freeze/thaw cycle 
 Summary of solar workshop 
 Smart water conservation 
 Composting 
 Woodchip availability 
 Village practices  
 Explain what buzz words mean for you (ex: Reduce-Reuse-Recycle) 
 Morton Arboretum tree tags 

 
 

VI. New Business 

Commissioner Sterner asked if there were any large watershed projects planned for 2014. Mr. 
Santoro said that a list of those projects can be found in the Capital Improvement Plan in the 
Village’s budget.  
 

VI.  Adjournment 

The next meeting was scheduled for March 13. Commissioner Salman made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting. Commissioner Eisenhart seconded the motion, which passed by a voice vote.  


